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|-A-O Status Violations Confirmed 





C.O. Indicted on Five Counts 


Alan Thomson of Stillwater, Oklahoma, has been in- 
dicted for five alleged violations of the Selective Service 
Act. If convicted on all counts he faces a possible maxi- 
mum sentence of 25 years in prison and a $50,000 fine. 
This indictment establishes a record high for the number 
of counts charged against any conscientious objector. 

Thomson registered for the draft in the spring of 
1949 when he reached age 18. A year later, previous to 
receiving his original selective service questionnaire, form 
100, he decided that it was wrong for him to give any 
cooperation to the conscription law. 

In following out this decision to take the absolutist 
position, Thomson returned his questionnaire without fill- 
ing it out and also returned his registration card. The 
local board classified him I-A and ordered him to report 
for a physical examination. When Thomson failed to 
report for the examination, the board then ordered him 
to report for induction into the army. He did not report 
for induction. 


Case Referred to District Attorney 


Following Thomson’s failure to report for induction, 
the draft board referred the case to the District Attorney 
for possible prosecution. The District Attorney presented 
the case to the Grand Jury and obtained an indictment 
on the following five counts: 1. Failure to fill out the 
classification questionnaire 2. Failure to carry a regis- 
tration card 3. Failure to carry a notice of classification 
4. Failure to report for the physical examination 5. Fail- 
ure to report for induction. 

Thomson was indicted October 16 and arrested Octo- 
ber 29. He is free on bond pending trial. 

Thomson is a member of the Presbyterian Church 
and a former student at Oklahoma A and M. At the pres- 
ent time he is a member of the American Friends Service 
Committee institutional service unit working in a state 
mental hospital located at Independence, Iowa. 


C.O. Convicted on Three Counts 


Robert Michener, now serving three concurrent five- 
year sentences, is the only C.O. who has been convicted 
on more than one count since the 1948 law. He is also 
the only C.O. to be convicted on the charges numbered 
1 and 4 of the Thomson indictment. One C.O. has served 
a prison term for failure to carry a registration card. 
Nobody has previously been prosecuted for failure to 
carry a notice of classification. 





CCCO Investigation Follows Complaints 
from Fort Meade, Maryland 





It has been definitely established that the I-A-O train- 
ing program at Fort Meade, Maryland, violates the legal 
provisions regarding noncombatant training for con- 
scientious objectors. CCCO investigated the situation 
following complaints of six members of the Medical 
Replacement Training Corps at Fort Meade that they 
felt the training program was not in line with their con- 
scientious objector classification. 

The regular medical corps training, including the 
study of weapons, is being given to men classified 1-A-O 
as well as the other members of the medical corps. Con- 
scientious objectors at Meade have, in some instances, 
been assigned to cleaning guns and unloading weapons 
from trucks. 

Department of Defense spokesmen do not deny these 
violations of their own directives. They attempt to justify 
the position that they should give conscientious objectors 
in the army all of the training they can get them to take, 
irrespective of regulations. The Department of Defense, 
as of this date, will accept no responsibility for seeing 
that its directives are followed, but, rather, leaves it up 
to the C.O. to continuously draw the line as to what is 
noncombatant training. 

I-A-O Status Clearly Defined 

The legal status of I-A-O training is clearly defined. 
The Selective Service Act of 1948 provided, and the 
present UMTS Act provides, that “Any person claiming 
exemption from combatant training and service because 
of such conscientious objections whose claim is sustained 
by the local board shall, if he is inducted into the armed 
forces under this title, be assigned to noncombatant ser- 
vice as defined by the President, . . .” 

Executive Order 10028 gave the President’s definition 
of noncombatant training as “. . . any training which is 
not concerned with the study, use, or handling of arms 
or weapons.” At Fort Meade the study of weapons is a 
regular part of the training program, and the men have 
also been ordered to handle weapons. C.O.’s have not 
been required to use weapons at Meade, to the knowledge 
of CCCO. 

Department of Defense Directive 110.06-1 implements 
the draft law and the executive order for all branches of 
the armed forces. This directive repeats the above defini- 
tion. Men not classified I-A-O by selective service but 
transferred by the army from combatant duty to non- 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Congress Gets UMT Report 


The National Security Training Commission has re- 

ported to Congress on its plan for UMT. The commission 
and its report were authorized by the recent UMTS Act 
which extended selective service for four and one-half 
years. Congress must approve the report, or a rewritten 
version of it, before UMT becomes law. 
In regard to conscientious objectors the report says, 
. we believe that recognition must be given to those 
very few among us whose sincere religious convictions 
preclude their participation in a military program. We 
therefore recommend that this group should be treated, 
in the advent of UMT, as they are now treated under 
section 6(j) of the Universal Military Training and Ser- 
vice Act, as amended. Those found to be conscientiously 
opposed to combatant training in the Corps would be 
inducted and assigned to noncombatant training as pre- 
scribed by the President. For those who were found to 
be conscientiously opposed even to noncombatant train- 
ing, the local board would assign them to civilian work 
contributing to the national health, safety, or interest for 
a period of six months.” 

It is interesting to note that conscientious objectors 
can evidently also discharge their responsibilities under 
UMT by refusing to register. The proposed law flatly 
prohibits the mduction of men who have been convicted 
of a felony. Under selective service men who have been 
convicted of a felony may be classified 1V-F or they may 
be inducted into the armed forces. The penalty for 
breaking the law is a maximum sentence of five years 
imprisonment and a $10,000 fine, the same as at present 
under selective service. 

The proposed legislation would keep the Selective 
Service System a permanent feature for the selection and 
induction of men into UMT. Men might go through UMT 
and then directly into the army. Men inducted into UMT 
would be subject to the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 
which has replaced the Articles of War. 

Being aware of the moral problems involved in a 
UMT system the Commission has made recommendations 
such as “It should be unlawful to establish or maintain 
a brothel or other like facility within a reasonable dis- 
tance of any place where members of the Corps are in 
training. Additionally, it should be unlawful knowingly 
to permit a trainee to enter such a facility, wherever lo- 
cated, where the head of the appropriate training agency 
has declared it off-limits to trainees.” (Universal Mili- 
tary Training, Foundation of Enduring National Strength, 
page 66) 

Copies of the official report can be obtained for 35c 
each from Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Govern- 


ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Australia Exempts All C.0.’s 


Juages like to point out to non-registrants the “gener- 
ous” C.O. provisions of the draft law. Actually, the U.S. 
law is the narrowest of any country granting C.O. status. 
The Australian law, for instance, exempts all C.O.’s 
“whether the ground of the belief is or is not of a re- 
ligious character, and whether the belief is or is not part 
of the doctrines of a religion.” 


C.0.’s Offered Special Services 


Dr. Lindell Leathers, dentist in Washington, D. C., 
has offered a unique service in his area to C.O.’s facing 
imprisonment. He is willing to give any C.O. headed for 
prison a dental check-up and do whatever correctional 
work is needed without charge for his services. Dr. 
Leathers is a member of the Peace Committee of the 
Florida Avenue Friends Meeting. 

A Philadelphia optometrist, an ex-CPS man, has a 
similar standing offer of service for C.O.’s going to prison 
and for dependents of the men. The optometrist will give 
his services free of charge and supply glasses, if needed, 
on a non-profit basis. 

Many lawyers are donating time or working on a 
non-profit basis to assist conscientious objectors. These 
offers are reminders that other persons could support 
C.0.’s through -their professional services. The value of 
this kind of support is far more than the dollars and 
cents saved, although this item is important, especially 
for men with dependents. A prison term always entails 
financial loss. 

Local C.O. committees might survey the occupations 
of pacifists in their area for this type of assistance. Doc- 
tors, merchants, barbers, and persons of many other 
occupations could render a real service to C.O.’s in prison 
or their dependents by offering goods or services on a 
non-profit basis. 


James Cobb Court-Martialed 


James Cobb, Mennonite C.O. from Valparaiso, Ind., 
was court-martialed at Fort Meade, Maryland, October 
23. Cobb was charged with violating a lawful order. He 
was sentenced to three months at hard labor and fined 
$50.00. The maximum prison sentence he could have 
received is two years. He is now serving the sentence in 
the stockade at Fort Meade. 

Cobb claims that he has been illegally inducted inte 
the army. He refuses to accept army pay or take part 
in the military program, although he wears the army uni- 
form. He rejected both military and civilian legal coun- 
sel at the court-martial and pled his own case. He also 
rejects the possibility of civilian court action to attempt 
his release from the army. 


I-A-O STATUS VIOLATED 
(Continued from page 1) 


combatant because of conscience are also given the same 
status as I-A-O’s by this directive. 
See No Evil 

The Department of Defense spokesman interviewed by 
CCCO maintained that compulsory attendance at classes 
where weapons were studied did not constitute compul- 
sory study. When asked what C.O.’s in these classes were 
expected to do, he replied that they might cover their 
eyes with their hands like the monkeys “see no evil, hear 
no evil, and say no evil.” This spokesman volunteered 
the information that any man, C.O. or not, who takes a 
moral stand in the army can expect to pay a price. 

A mimeographed report of the situation at Fort Meade 
and the interview with the Department of Defense is 
available from CCCO free of charge to those especially 
interested in this problem. 
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Court Victories Won 


Anthony Mallia of New Britain, Conn. was acquitted 
October 11 of refusal to submit to induction. Mallia is 
a religious objector who served in Civilian Public Service 
during World War II. Judge J. Joseph Smith acquitted 
Mallia in U.S. District Court at Hartford, Conn. because 
a written summary of his personal appearance was not 
in the file when the case went to the appeal board. Mar- 
vin Karp of Hartford was the attorney for the defendant. 
The Mallia case was the second C.O. acquittal won by 
Karp in recent months. 


Howard Everngam was acquitted by Judge Harry E. 
Watkins in U.S. District Court at Huntingdon, W. Va. 
Everngam was charged with refusal to submit to induc- 
tion. ‘he acquittal was won because the hearing officer 
on the classification appeal ruled against Everngam be- 
cause he belongs to the Catholic Church. The hearing 
officer, himself a Catholic, did not think Catholics could 
be conscientious objectors. Judge Watkins ruled that 
Everngam’s determination of classification must be based 
on his personal religious views rather than church mem- 
bership. Associated Press news reports called the judge’s 
decision a new interpretation of the law, but this is not 
correct. Selective service regulations prohibit discrimina- 
tion for or against registrants on the basis of creed. 
Everngam was defended by a court appointed lawyer, 


Robert L. Slack of Huntington. 


California Selective Service Overruled 


J. B. Tietz, Los Angeles lawyer who specializes in 
selective service law, also won a significant court victory 
recently. Tietz was successful in obtaining the release of 
Antonio Barrial from the Marines by a writ of habeas 
corpus. Barrial, a married man, was inducted after his 
local board decided to ignore marriages consummated 
after the dutbreak of the Korean war. The local board’s 
decision was theoretically supported by an opinion from 
the California State Headquarters of Selective Service 
that after a man was once classified as available for mili- 
tary service, marriage did not qualify him for a III-A 
(dependency) deferment. 


Barrial was classified IV-F at the time of his mar- 
riage, so he was not available for military service at that 
time. Tietz successfully argued that the III-A classifica- 
tion was mandatory for married men, irrespective of the 
opinion of California Selective Service Headquarters or 
the date of marriage. 


Tietz has also secured dismissal of some pending 


C.0. prosecutions in California on this same point of law,’ 


It should be noted that the law and regulations have 
now been changed, and a man must have a child with 
whom he maintains a family relationship to be eligible 
for a mandatory III-A classification. 

Potee Case Dropped ! 

The prosecution for refusal to register which was 
pending against Dr. Kenneth Gale Potee of Boston has 
been dropped. Dr. Potee was arrested in October and 
subsequently registered by the District Attorney. Potee 
was the second non-registrant doctor to be arrested. The 
previous case was also dismissed without prosecution. 


Selective History? 


When “Backgrounds of Selective Service,” as quoted 
in NEWS NOTES for September, sought to show that 
the Narragansett Plantations were reluctant to fight the 
Indians because they had been excluded from the New 
England Confederacy, it was guilty of an obvious his- 
toric distortion. The attitude of most white men in Rhode 
Island was friendly, and grew out of peaceful relations 
through the years. 


Roger Williams was so revered by the Indians be- 
cause of his devoted service to them that he was un- 
molested even when Providence was captured during 


King Philip’s War. 


The Quaker Govenor, Nicholas Easton, made a nota- 
ble impression when he issued an order that one-half the 
jury which was to try an Indian for murder must be 
composed of Indians. Indian testimony was to be given 
the same credence and legal status as that of whites. 


When John Borden almost persuaded Philip not to 
start the war, he failed because the Indian leader was 
determined to resist the encroachments of the hard-boiled 
Massachusetts settlers on Indian property. Even so, 
Philip warned his white friends in Rhode Island and 
placed two little girls in safety because of “the kindness 
their father had showed him.” 


Selective service is one thing, but need it be accom- 
panied by selective history? 


Devere Allen, Editor Worldover Press. 





XMAS CARDS FOR C.O.’S 
IN PRISON 


Conscientious objectors in prison are al- 
lowed to receive Christmas cards from anyone, 
whether or not the persons are on the approved 
correspondents list or even acquainted with 
the men. There is no limitation as to the num- 
ber of cards which may be received. The cards 
should be signed but should not include a per- 
sonal message. The C.O. will not be allowed 
to acknowledge receipt of the cards. Men in 
prison appreciate receiving these Christmas 
greetings, even though they are not personally 
acquainted with the sender. 

The Court Reporter of this copy of News 
Notes contains the complete address of each 
federal prison known to us to have C.O. in- 
mates, so that readers who wish to do so can 
send cards to these men who are in prison be- 
cause of conscience. Cards must go to the men 
as individuals. Do not send a single card 
addressed to all of the C.O.’s in a particular 
institution. 

Greeting cards can also be sent to men in 
prison on other holidays. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


I Prosecutions 
Sentenced since last issue 
4-23-51 Ollie Sanderson, 3 yrs., (Huntsville, Ala.) 
Judge Seybourne Lynn (Confirmation of 
conviction not previously available to 
CCCO) 
8-12-51 Fred Granden, 30 months, (Boise, Idaho) 
Judge Chase Clark 
10-11-51 William Zeo, 3 years, (Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Judge Clary 
10-17-51 Henry Koster, 5 years, (New York, N.Y.) 
Judge Samuel H. Kaufman 
Edmund Baron, 5 yrs., (New York, N.Y) 
Judge Samuel H. Kaufman 
Arthur (Ted) Woldorf, 1 year, (Phila., 
Pa.) Judge Guy Bard 
(All prosecutions are for refusal to report for or sub- 
mit to induction unless otherwise noted.) 
Acquittals 
10-11-51 Anthony Mallia (Hartford, Conn.) Judge 
Smith 
11-2-51 Howard Everngam (Huntingdon, W. Va.) 
Judge Watkins 
Arrested since last issue 
District of Columbia—Paul Leeks 
New York—Lester Packer 
North Carolina—Kenneth Wallace 
Oklahoma—Alan Thomson 
Ohio—James Relyea 
Il Released from Prison 
On parole 
10-8-51 James Bolton 
10-10-51 Gerald Counts 
11-12-51 Richard Cameron 
III Men Currently Imprisoned 
Federal Correctional Institution, Ashland, Ky. 
Robert Somers, Aaron Yoder, Donald 
Nagler, Duane Metzger, Kenneth Champ- 
ney, James Pierce, James Lawson, Joel, 
Orin, Paul, and Sid Doty, James Cox, Jr. 
Federal Reformatory, Chillicothe, Ohio 
James Dawson, Charles Leonard 
Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn. 
Stephen Shaw, William Swartz, William 
Zeo, Ted Woldorf, Edmund Baron 


10-17-51 


11-8-51 


Plymouth Brethren Keep Jobs 


NEWS NOTES for September reported that Charles 
and Cornelius De LaMotte had lost their jobs with the 
New York Central Railroad because of religious objec- 
tions to joining the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen 
and Enginemen. The men are Plymouth Brethren who 
believe that they should not be “yoked together with un- 
belivers.” 

The Railroad Brotherhood subsequently announced 
that they would hold the case in “abeyance for the time 
being” and the men could work meanwhile. The Brother- 
hood now reports that the case will be held in abeyance 
forever, if necessary. 

Some Mennonites have similar objections to union 
membership. They haye an agreement with the United 
Mine Workers that they can work in unionized mines 
without joining the union. However, the Mennonite em- 
ployees pay UMW a sum equivalent to union dues for 
this “exemption.” 





Federal Prison Camp, Mill Point, W. Va. 
Max Pardue, David Wireman, Franklin 
Curia 

Federal Penitentiary, McNeil Island, Wash. 
Donald Fisk, Donald Koch, James Mac- 
Donald, Robert Starkweather, Fred Gran- 
den, Bernard Primbsch, Charles Hoeh 


Federal Prison Camp, Montgomery, Ala. 
Ollie Sanderson 
Federal Reformatory, Petersburg, Va. 
Larry Atkins, Edward Beals, Charles Lee 
Washington 
Medical Center for Federal Prisoners, Springfield, 
Mo.—Robert Michener, Robert Beach, 
Dwight Platt, Earl Glauert, Vincent Lamb 
Federal Prison Camp, Tuscon, Ariz. . 
Robert Richter, Robert Cannon, Alfred 
Dana, James Farmer, Don Noble, James 
Maloney, Roger Thomas, Jack Jenewein, 
Keith Barnhart 
Status not verified, but probable C.O.’s 
Ashland—Richard Tingley 
Mill Point—George Ibasfalean, Earl Gabbard 
McNeil Island—Frank Broderick 


Tucson—Carlos Flores 
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